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APPENDIX C-5A
Wells’ Clinical Decision Rule for DVT

	Clinical Presentation
	Possible Score
	Client’s Score

	Active cancer (within 6 months of diagnosis or receiving palliative care)


	1
	

	Paralysis, paresis, or recent immobilization of lower extremity


	1
	

	Bedridden for more than 3 days or major surgery in the last 4 weeks


	1
	

	Localized tenderness in the center of the posterior calf, the popliteal space, or along the femoral vein in the anterior thigh/groin


	1
	

	Entire lower extremity swelling


	1
	

	Unilateral calf swelling (more than 3 mm larger than uninvolved side)


	1
	

	Unilateral pitting edema


	1
	

	Collateral superficial veins (nonvaricose)


	1
	

	An alternative diagnosis is as likely (or more likely) than DVT (e.g., cellulitis, postoperative swelling, calf strain)


	-2
	

	Total Points
	
	


Key

· -2 to 0
Low probability of DVT 

(3%) 

· 1 to 2
Moderate probability of DVT 
(17%)

· 3 or more
High probability of DVT 

(75%)

Medical consultation is advised in the presence of low probability; medical referral is required with moderate or high score.
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